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On Feb. 1, the army withdrew from the controversial anti- crime campaign in Rio de Janeiro's
teeming favelas, leaving the police to continue the battle. However, the withdrawal has not stopped
charges by human rights groups that the military committed serious human rights abuses during
the operations. The agreement between the federal and state governments authorizing military
intervention in Rio expired on Feb. 1 and was not renewed. However, the state's public security
secretariat said troops will remain on call in case they are needed. "As of today, the army will remain
at the disposition of Governor Marcello Alencar," the secretariat spokesperson said.
Operation Rio began last October when then President Itamar Franco, alarmed at the power of
drug gangs and the impotence of Rio's police, signed an agreement with former Rio de Janeiro state
governor Nilo Batista, ordering the armed forces into the favelas. In the ensuing months, the army,
sometimes in conjunction with local authorities, raided the hillside favelas controlled by drug and
crime barons. The soldiers seized some arms caches and arrested hundreds of favela residents, most
of whom were later released without charges. One important crime boss, Flavio Negao, was killed in
a confrontation with troops.
Critics of the operations, however, contend that as soon as the military pulled out of an area, it was
business as usual for the drug dealers. Police figures confirm that drugs are still readily available
and crime has not been reduced. In addition, human rights advocates both in Brazil and in the US
accuse the military of committing human rights abuses while carrying out the raids. Charges by
Brazilian human rights groups surfaced shortly after Operation Rio began (see NotiSur, 12/02/94 and
1/20/95).
Now the controversy has spread to Washington. On Feb. 2, Human Rights Watch-Americas,
a Washington-based group, criticized a newly released US State Department report on Brazil.
Although the report, released on Feb. 1, cited forced labor and death squad activity as serious
problems in Brazil, it characterized Operation Rio as "essentially nonviolent." However, according
to Human Rights Watch, the military committed serious human rights violations in the Operation
Rio raids, including torturing suspects with electric shocks and near-drowning. In addition, the
human rights group says many favela residents were detained and held in overcrowded conditions
without charges, often for more than 30 days. (Sources: Reuter, 02/01/95, 02/02/95)
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